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dualism, temperament, personal caprice, do not enter into
the question. Perfection in service is to be realised, and it
is an international quality; the personality of the designer
must be sunk in the effort to satisfy the needs of humanity
not on a local, but on a universal basis.

This theory, to be valid, presupposes agreement on func-
tional standards, and on technique. Carried to a logical
conclusion, however, it would take no account of what may
be called * mental functionalism,' i.e. the satisfaction of the
mental, as opposed to the material, demands which the
designer is called upon to meet.

If, for instance, one imagines a chair which is perfectly
designed for comfort, but which is nevertheless so deficient
in aesthetic charm that its owner takes no joy in sitting in it,
but prefers to patronise some less perfect but more sympa-
thetic piece of furniture, then that chair is not a complete
success. Its functionalism is defective.

A similar defect might exist in a perfectly habitable
house, which is full of light and space and well-regulated
equipment. But if the * atmosphere * of that house is
wrong, or is thoroughly out of tune with the owner, his
friends, and his friends' friends, the house qua home will be
a failure. * But/ it may be argued, * the house is probably
right, it is the owner and his friends who are wrong. Let
them but become accustomed to it and they will eventually
learn to love it.' That is an argument based on a hypothesis
of optimism, which might as well be one of pessimism. The
truth is that a design, if it is to be functional, must not only
serve, but please; a design is not truly functional if it is
necessary, as a preliminary step, to remodel completely the
tastes and habits of the person for whom it is prepared.

Extremes meet.   And there is more similarity of aims